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REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GEOSPATIAL TOOLS AND SERVICES IN SUPPORT TO MONITORING-

EVALUATION: GIS, REMOTE-SENSING - GEOPORTAL – COLLECT EARTH –  

PROPOSED DATE: 17th to 26th October 2016 - Tunis 

1. Context 

The World Bank / GEF for the Sahel and West Africa program (SAWAP-Sahel and West Africa Program) aims 
to expand sustainable management of land and water resources in 12 sub-Saharan countries. It represents the 
main support of the World Bank to the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and Sahel Initiative (GGWSSI) allowing 
the targeted countries to cope with climate variability and change through improved livelihoods of vulnerable 
populations whose life depends on natural resources protection.  

The BRICKS1 project “Building Resilience through Innovation, Communication and Knowledge services” aims 
to consolidate the SAWAP program and has been designed with the overall goal of improving access to its 
(SAWAP’s) best practices and tracking information in terms of integrated natural resource management, 
climate change and natural disasters. 

Monitoring and evaluation is therefore an important step in the project implementation process (component 
2). Since the launching of the BRICKS project in March 2014, several activities related to monitoring and 
evaluation have been conducted in collaboration with the SAWAP projects implementing agencies. These 
activities mainly included:  the definition of concepts, the harmonization of indicators, the development of 
monitoring and evaluation support tools, the establishment of a spatial data infrastructure (Geoportal), in 
addition to capacity building activities. In fact, the latter are continuous activities all along the project 
implementation cycle and the present workshop has been developed within this respect in response to the 
beneficiary partners’ request for support in matter of GIS tools and services and remote sensing in support to 
monitoring and evaluation. Organized by OSS, in collaboration with CILSS, IUCN, FAO, and RECTAS within the 
framework of the BRICKS and MENA-DELP projects, the workshop will bring together several countries of North 
Africa and southern Sahara.   

2.   Objective 

The main goal of this regional training workshop is to strengthen the capacity of the technical staff of the 
BRICKS project’s beneficiaries on geospatial tools and services in support to monitoring and evaluation. These 
tools namely include Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Remote Sensing (RS) and Spatial Data 
Infrastructures (Geoportal) developed by OSS, particularly in the framework of the MENA-DELP and BRICKS 
projects, as well as the Collect Earth tool developed by FAO. 
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Specifically, the training modules should contribute to strengthening the capacities of the projects’ monitoring-
evaluation units to:  

 

- Master fundamental notions of GIS and remote sensing and their use in monitoring-evaluation; 

- Adopt the Geo-portal and the other online monitoring-evaluation tools developed by the BRICKS and 
MENA-DELP projects; 

- Be introduced to and master the Collect Earth tool, its main functionalities and possible variations for 
a better exploitation of spatial observation data. 

 

3. Expected results 

In order to reach the specific objectives mentioned above, the expected results of the workshop are as follows: 

1. Fundamental Notions of GIS and Remote Sensing  

- Basic and advanced notions on utilization of spatial information processing softwares are provided for 
the participants; 

- Satellite images processing and interpretation processes and land use/cover maps production, 
including changes detection, are ensured and mastered by the participants.  

 

The participants will be able to:  

 Analyze the state of vegetation cover;  

 Spatially illustrate the degradation and regeneration of vegetation cover in a target zone between two 
dates and calculate related areas; 

 Assess the evolution/state of vegetation cover in the target zones that have received reforestation or 
particular development actions; 

2. Geo-portal and M&E tools  

- The content of the Geo-portal, its architecture, components/technical specifications and perspectives 
are presented; 

- The participants are able to use the Geo-portal to search for, visualize, download data; 
- Users /administrators accounts are created for the monitoring-evaluation teams to be connected and 

saved in the Geo-portal; 
- The projects’ monitoring-evaluation teams are able to create their own users/visitors’ networks and 

manage related access rights; 
- The participants master the creation and publication of metadata and are able to « upload » data (post 

their own resources).  

3. Collect Earth tool 

- The participants are informed about the Collect Earth tool, its functionalities and utility in land use 
spatial and temporal analysis (elaboration of cartographic baselines, land use/change mapping etc ;) ; 

- Satellite images analysis methods for the evaluation of land use changes are acquired; 
- Google Earth and Bing Maps multi-temporal images of high resolution are presented and used in the 

different analyses; 

 


